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PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

Township or Parish 
Canton ou paroisse 

NAME OF PROPERTY VITAL CREEK 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIRUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

V i t a l  Creek flows nor theas te r ly  i n t o  S i l v e r  Creek from i t s  
source i n  t h e  V i t a l  Mountains, some 24 m i l e s  nor theas t  of Takla 

REF. AU 2 
REF. 

~ o n g .  125'29 
Long. 

Cassiar 

Landing. 
Placer  gold was discovered on V i t a l  Creek i n  1869 and t h e  

creek was worked f o r  some years  by the  old-timers by means of 
ground s l u i c i n g  and d r i f t  diggings. I n  l a t e r  years  t h e  creek 
was worked i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  by severa l  companies. The Caledonia 
General Mining Association, Limited L i a b i l i t y ,  incorporated i n  
Vic to r ia  i n  1897, held  l eases  on V i t a l  Creek f o r  a number of 
years .  The V i t a l  Creek (B.C.) Mining Syndicate, Limited, of 
London, England, held l eases  on t h e  creek i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's. 
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L i t t l e  work was reported by e i t h e r  company. 
Omineca Gold Mines, Limited, which was incorporated i n  1913, 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
The creek t r averses ,  near ly  a t  r i g h t  angles,  a b e l t  of 

s t eep ly  dipping, interbedded Cache Creek a r g i l l i t e s  , cher t s  , 
s c h i s t s ,  and greenstones. A t  a point  about 2 m i l e s  above i t s  
mouth the  creek drops over a f a l l s  about 80 f e e t  high. ~ ~ c h  
of t h e  f i r s t  gold recovered came from t h e  present  day channel 
below t h e  f a l l s .  This gold was probably concentrated i n  post- 
Glacia l  t i m e  a s  a r e s u l t  of erosion of t h e  pre-Glacial channel 
More recent  workings commence just helm t h e  falls and 
upstream following a pre-Glacial bedrock channel. ms old 
channel, which emerges i n t o  the  present  channel j u s t  below the  
f a l l s ,  l ies t o  t h e  nor th  and 80 f e e t  below the  present  channel, 
and i s  buried beneath 200 f e e t  of compact boulder c lay  and 
g l a c i a l  gravel.  The gravels  on bedrock a r e  f r e e  from l a r g e  
boulders. The gold recovered was i n  t h e  form of extremely 
coarse, well-worn f l akes ,  and almost a l l  of i t  l a y  e i t h e r  on 
bedrock o r  i n  crevices  i n  t h e  rock; i n  some of the  sec t ions  
worked about 4 f e e t  i n  depth of t h e  s o f t ,  sha t t e red ,  sch i s tose  
bedrock was removed. Of t h e  overlying gravel  only t h e  bottom 
foot  ca r r i ed  gold i n  paying quan t i t i e s .  The pay s t r e a k  was 
only a few f e e t  wide. Arquerite, a n a t i v e  amalgam of s i l v e r  
and mercury, is f a i r l y  abundant i n  t h e  gold-bearing gravels  
along V i t a l  Creek. . - 
Assoc~ated minerals or products 
Mindraux ou produits associds 

he ld  l eases  on V i t a l  and ~ u a r t z -  creeks and operaeed f o r  a year - 
o r  so;  t h e  company c h a r t e r  was surrendered i n  1921. Individ- 
ua l s  and groups of Chinese worked t h e  creek f o r  many years,  by 
both ground s l u i c i n g  and underground diggings. The l a r g e s t  of 
these  operat ions was by Lee Tong & assoc ia tes ,  between 1922 and 
1934. Their  i n i t i a l  operat ions were by ground s l u i c i n g  but  i n  
l a t e r  years they developed t h e  property successful ly  by means of 
underground operat ions,  following t h e  o ld  pre-Glacial channel by 
driving a 935 feet 

b e  Juneau V i t a l  Creek E n i n g  Company, Limited, held a 
number of leases on t h e  creek i n  1934 but  no work was reported.  
Northern Ventures, ~ t d . ,  a subsidiary  of ventures ~ x ~ l o r a t i o n  
Company (East ~ f r i c a )  , Limited, was incorporated i n  1935 t o  
,acquire  5 claims and l2 leases On t h e  creek* A 

cont-nue~perati~n w a s  t r i e d  but  was abandoned i n  t h e  Summer of 1936. An 
underground operat ion was begun and a s h a f t  was sunk 90 f e e t  t o  
bedrock* Work ceased in 1937. 




